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Introduction 
We are pleased to present this year’s Annual Water Quality Report.  The primary purpose of this report is to 

keep you informed about the quality of your water and the services we provide.  Our goal is to provide you 

with a safe and dependable supply of the highest quality drinking water possible.  Additionally, it is our 

intent that this report keeps you informed about water system issues and the actions either planned or in 

place to address them. 

 

I’d like to remind you that the Village Board authored Water Policy MAP-02 that outlines your rights and 

responsibilities as a water consumer as well as the Village Board’s responsibilities.  Requirements for 

installation, service and repairs are established to ensure our water system is maintained in accordance with 

accepted standards and that decisions from one board to the next are fair and consistent.  Copies of our 

Water Policy are available upon request by contacting the Village Clerk. We are committed to ensuring that 

the quality and quantity of your water will meet your needs for years to come and that our water system will 

either meet or exceed the standards set forth by the New York State Health Department.   

 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact the Mannsville 

Village Clerk at (315) 465-5515.  We strive to keep you informed about the status of your water system and 

if you feel the need to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled village board meetings.  The 

meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00p.m. at the Village Office located on Lilac 

Park Drive in the Village of Mannsville.  Our NYS District Office is located at Dulles State Office Bldg. 

317 Washington Street, Watertown, NY  13601. 315-785-2277. 

  

Water accounts must be paid in full by April 30 each year to avoid having them added to the village taxes.   

 

Where does our water come from? 

 
Our water source is a groundwater source.  The existing drilled well and the two new drilled wells draw 

groundwater from beneath Skinner Creek. This water is believed to be sourced from the Tug Hill Aquifer.  

After filtration and disinfection with sodium hypochlorite, the treated water enters the distribution system  

and is transferred to the storage tank. 

 

The sources of drinking water (both tap and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 

springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally 

occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the 

presence of animals and from human activity. 

 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

 Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, 

septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 

 Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 

stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or 

farming. 

 Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban 

stormwater runoff, and residential uses. 

 Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are 

byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also, come from gas stations, 

urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems. 

 Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production 

and mining activities. 



 

Are there contaminants in our drinking water? 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations, which limit the amount of 

certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  Drinking water including bottled water 

may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of 

contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More information about 

contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water 

Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 

 

 

DO I NEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS? 
Although our drinking water met or exceeded state and federal regulations, some people may be more vulnerable to 

disease causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised 

persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people 

with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from 

infections.  These people should seek advice from their health care provider about their drinking water.  EPA/CDC 

guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium, Giardia and other microbial 

pathogens are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

 

 

What does this information mean? 
The table reflects data from 2015.   

 

 

 
 Contaminants: 

(1) Nitrate. Infants below the age of six months who drink water containing nitrate in excess of the MCL could  become seriously 

ill and, if untreated, may die. Symptoms include shortness of breath and blue-baby syndrome. 

(2) Copper. Copper is an essential nutrient, but some people who drink water containing copper in excess of the   

      action level over a relatively short amount of time could experience gastrointestinal distress. Some people who  

      drink water containing copper in excess of the action level over many years could suffer liver or kidney damage.  

      People with Wilson's disease should consult their personal doctor. 

(3) Lead. Infants and children who drink water containing lead in excess of the action level could experience delays  

      in their physical or mental development. Children could show slight deficits in attention span and learning  

      abilities. Adults who drink this water over many years could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. (4) (4)Barium. 

(4)(TTHMs. (Total Trihalomethanes) Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many 

years may experience problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increased risk of getting 

cancer. 

(5) Beta/photon emitters. Certain minerals are radioactive and may emit forms of radiation known as photons and  

       Beta radiation. Some people who drink water containing beta and photon emitters in excess of the MCL over  

       many years may have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

  



 

 

The Village of Mannsville routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal 

and State laws.   All coliform test results were negative.    The table presented below depicts which 

compounds were detected in your drinking water.   The State allows us to test for some contaminants less 

than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently.  Currently, 

we provide water for 155 active accounts and 22 inactive. 

 

 

 

 

 

                        TEST RESULTS 
 

Contaminant 
 

Viola

tion 
Y/N 

 

Date of 

Sample  

 

Level 

Detected 
(Avg/Max) 

(Range) 

 

Unit 

Measur
e-ment 

 

 

MCLG 

 

 

MCL 

 

 

Likely Source of Contamination 

Inorganic Contaminants 
1. Nitrate (as 

Nitrogen) 
NO 06/23/16 2.37       

Mg/l 
10 10   Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching    

from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of 

natural deposits 
*2.Copper 

90TH percentile 

 

Range Low-High 

NO  

8/25/15 
762       

ppb 
1300 

Ug/L 
AL=1300 Corrosion of household plumbing 

systems; erosion of natural deposits; 

leaching from wood preservatives 

3. Lead 

90th percentile 

Range Low-High 

NO 8/25/15  12.6        

ppb 
0 AL=15 Corrosion of household plumbing 

systems, erosion of natural deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants 
4. TTHM                                       

[Total 

trihalomethanes] 

NO 8/22/16    

14.6 

      

ppb 
0 80 By-product of drinking water 

chlorination 

5.  HAA5 NO 8/22/16   <1  Ug/l 

 

0 60 By-product of drinking water 

Chlorination 

 

 

 

Definitions: 
Non-Detects (ND) – laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present. 

Action Level – the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a 

water system must follow. 

Treatment Technique (TT) – A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant 

in drinking water. 

Maximum Contaminant Level – The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed 

in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal – The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below 

which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) – one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or 

a single penny in $10,000. 

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter – one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a 

single penny in $10,000,000. 

Micrograms per liter(ugl) – corresponds to one part of liquid in one billion parts of liquid(parts per billion-ppb). 

90
th
 Percentile Value – The values reported for lead and copper represent the 90

th
 percentile.  A percentile is a value 

on a scale of 100 that indicates the percent of a distribution that is equal to or greater than 90% 

of the lead and copper values detected at your water system. 

 

MCLs are set at very stringent levels.  To understand the possible health effects described for many 

regulated constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a 

lifetime to have a one-in –a-million chance of having the described health effect. 

 



 

AWQR SWAP SUMMARY: 
The New York State Department of Health has completed a source water assessment for this system, based 

on available information.  Possible and actual threats to this drinking water source were evaluated.  The state 

source water assessment includes a susceptibility rating based on the risk posed by each potential source of 

contamination and how easily contaminants can move through the subsurface to the wells.  The 

susceptibility rating is an estimate of the potential for contamination of the source water, it does not 

mean that the water delivered to consumers is, or will become contaminated.   

The source water assessment has rated these wells as having a medium-high susceptibility to nitrates, 

herbicides/pesticides, petroleum products, and minerals.  The rating is based upon the wells drawing from an 

unconfined aquifer and potential surface water influence.  An unconfined aquifer occurs immediately below 

the ground surface with limited overlying protective soil layers for protection from potential source 

contamination.  Furthermore, the rating is affected by potential agricultural practices within the assessment 

area.   

A copy of the assessment can be obtained by contacting the supplier of water.  

 

  

WHY SAVE WATER AND HOW TO AVOID WASTING IT? 
 

 

Although our system has an adequate amount of water to meet present and future demands, there are a number of 

reasons why it is important to conserve water: 

 Saving water saves energy and some of the costs associated with both of these necessities of life; 

 Saving water reduces the cost of energy required to pump water and the need to construct costly new wells, 

pumping systems and water towers; and 

 Saving water lessens the strain on the water system during a dry spell or drought, helping to avoid severe water 

use restrictions so that essential fire fighting needs are met. 

 

You can play a role in conserving water by becoming conscious of the amount of water your household is using, and 

by looking for ways to use less whenever you can.  It is not hard to conserve water.  Conservation tips include: 

 Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every cycle, regardless of how many dishes are loaded.  So get a run for 

your money and load it to capacity. 

 Turn off the tap when brushing your teeth. 

 Check every faucet in your home for leaks.  Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a day.  Fix it and you can 

save almost 6,000 gallons per year. 

 Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank, watch for a few minutes to see if 

the color shows up in the bowl.  It is not uncommon to lose up to 100 gallons a day from one of these otherwise 

invisible toilet leaks.  Fix it and you save more than 30,000 gallons a year. 

Annual Average Charge for Water 

Our water rate structure is designed to promote conservation; the more you use, the more you pay. The 

average consumer pays a minimum quarterly charge of $72.00 for 0-10,000 gallons and $1.20 per thousand 

gallons over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Conclusion/Updates: 

 
With the Budget completed the Village Board once again has kept the tax rate for the Village the same at $3.00 per 

thousand while staying within the tax cap limit,  with NO increase in water charges this year.  

You may notice either with your July water bill or your October water bill the billing post cards that you receive will 

be different from the previous ones as we are working with a new water billing program.  

The Village has a new employee Terry Beattie. He is the new Street Laborer. 

The Village is offering the sidewalk replacement share program again this year. Letters were sent out explaining the 

details. If you have any questions please contact the Village Office or any Board Member at their new village email 

addresses. 

trusteepelton@frontier.com 

 

trusteeeaton@frontier.com 

 

trusteeblount@frontier.com 

 

trusteesparks@frontier.com 

 

mannsvlmayor@frontier.com 

  

Sincerely, 

Mayor Cashel 
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